It was a year of shared journeys along
new paths to God.
Ekklesia began in earnest meeting in Circles—small group
gatherings—navigated growth and creativity amid a pandemic,
discovered each other’s personal paths to God and meaningful
ways to love our neighbors.
We look forward to what God will do in 2021!
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A Year of Gratitude
Thank you for being the reason.
Where does one begin, when
there is so much for which to be
grateful?
When I first answered God’s call to
create a new way for people to
connect spiritually, I wasn’t
thinking about how rewarding the
journey would be.
I had no idea I would come to meet
so many cool people who share
the desire to seek God and respect
another’s path, even if it is
different. But that’s exactly what
happened.
Ekklesia has grown in people, yes,
even during the coronavirus
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pandemic, but we continue
growing through new ways to love
our neighbors and by creating
meaningful and inspirational
conversations to keeping moving
forward on our own paths to God.
We encourage each other and
support one another during the
best and the worst of times.
You make Ekklesia what it is and
plant seeds for what it can grow to
become. Thank you for that and
for inspiring me on this path of my
own. I wouldn’t want to walk it
without you.
Michelle Beech
Founder/Shepherd
EkklesiaLove.com

SEEK JOY & SHARE IT
ZOOM brought joy in ways we only
thought possible in person. I think
we’d all prefer to be together again,
but because of technology, we are
together in spite of this
unprecedented separation.
People have been able to
participate from all over the
world.
2020 Zoom Circles
connected with people in
creative ways. Here are just
a few.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explored Multiple Sacred Spaces
Anti-Racism and how Ekklesia can
build Beloved Community
Shared Personal Faith Stories
Met Marcus Borg’s Jesus
Shared Other Religions’ Traditions
Looked at Faith across Cultures
Ebb & Flow of Faith in Life Stages
Inherited vs. Chosen Faith
Eco-Feminist Theology
Untamed Faith & Prayer
Cultivating Belonging
Plus THERE WAS A LUAU!
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INSPIRE OTHERS
ON THEIR PATH TO GOD
AN INSPIRING START TO YOUR DAY
Whether it’s the first thing you read in the morning, or the last thing you do at night—look
forward to them every day, or are a delight each week—the INSPIRATION IN YOUR INBOX
and on social media is intended to lift you up and inspire you to remain focused on God. These
have been a kind of therapy for me, and some of you have shared that they do the same for you.
Please share the INSPIRATION emails
with whomever you feel will also be
inspired or SIGN UP HERE.

A CAIRN
FOR THE JOURNEY

pellentesque:

Have you ever been walking along and
come across a pile of stones marking
the path? These “Cairns“ (Gaelic),
“Ahu” (Hawaiian), or “Inuksuk” (Native
American) path markers have special
meaning. The act of adding a small
stone to a cairn, is a Scottish tradition

that signifies respect. By adding this rock, you are preserving
the integrity of the monument and helping to protect it from
harsh weather.
The act of pausing to mark the path is a metaphor for writing
(or doodling) in the EKKLESIA JOURNALS. It is a tool to help
us remember what we felt or learned in a circle discussion,
thoughts that we might want to return to later, or to measure
our spiritual growth over time, through marking memories.
I use mine sporadically, but it is also a bright reminder of the
community of faithful people waiting patiently alongside me
as I question, pray, listen and continue on my own path to

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
EKKLESIA was granted IRS 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Status
just in time for Christmas! What a gift! This extends to donors like you, of course, but also opens
up opportunities for grants and other beloved community development funds. To know more,
feel free to contact us at info@ekklesialove.com.
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BE A CATALYST FOR

POSITIVE CHANGE
Three Ways EKKLESIA Made A Difference in 2020

SOTERIA

Greenville, SC
Soteria Community Development
Corporation empowers lowincome families impacted by
incarceration, poor financial
management and a lack of
education with resources and
training to help them reach a
place of self-sufficiency. They
also work with government,
churches, organizations and local
leaders to bring about long-term
positive change in the Greenville,
SC community. The founder,
Jerry Blassingame is also a
partner with Ekklesia and is
supporting our new 2021
program “Roving Listeners” by
providing space, resources and
community connections.
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THE GUADALUPE
ART PROGRAM

THE OAKLAND
PEACE CENTER

The Guadalupe Art Program
addresses issues of violence
against women and children
living in extreme poverty, with
special attention to human
trafficking and children in foster
care. Using the image of
Guadalupe as their model, the
participants paint themselves into
her corona, thereby placing them
within her loving aura. In doing
this, the participants have the
opportunity to explore their own
sacred beauty. These creations
have now moved to include
jewelry, gardens, pottery, quilts,
and also exploration of their own
guardian angels.

Ekklesia agrees with the founder
of the Oakland Peace Center,
Rev. Sandhya Jha, who believes
that together we can create the
peace we seek. Together we can
put an end to violence, hatred
and injustice. The OPC is a
collaborative community of
artists, activists, cultural workers,
educators and nonprofits working
to bring about a Bay Area
community of hope, justice,
nonviolence and compassion.
Sandhya directs interfaith
programs at East Bay Housing
Organizations and is an antiracism trainer for the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

San Diego, CA

Oakland, CA

WHAT’S IN STORE FOR 2021?
EKKLESIA plans to continue digital circles, even once in-person gatherings
restart. Quarterly Planning Calendars are available at EkklesiaLove.com.
Here’s a sampling of what you can anticipate in the coming year.

MY NEIGHBOR’S TABLE
Food brings people together and spreads out before us, the
ingredients that make our faith journeys worth sharing!
Listening to our neighbors will happen around food in several
ways—over shared meals, virtual cooking classes, sharing
recipes and stories of our ancestors across cultures, and by
experiencing religious holidays cherished by us and by our
neighbors.

ROVING LISTENERS
What’s your neighbor have to say? Let’s listen, discover gifts,
passions and dreams to find ways to build community, economy
and “mutual delight.” The Roving Listener circle will open doors
to meet people who look different than us, hear about their life
experiences, discover their gifts, connect them to others and
celebrate those connections in the community. This circle will
begin in the Poe Mill Village neighborhood of Greenville, SC to
open a path out of poverty and build racial equity.

DISCIPLESHIP STUDIES

Are you ready to dig deeper inside your faith, to go beyond
surface knowledge of the Bible? Would you like to practice
walking in Jesus’ steps? In 2021, we will offer circles that
challenge us to do just that. This is the time to move from
knowledge, to a personal commitment to study, in order to gain
a deeper understanding on your path illuminated by God’s
Wisdom.

SPIRITUAL RETREATS

Is meditation or yoga your thing? Or are you more inclined to
nature walks, campfire circles, sailing or kayaking? Whether
your idea of a retreat is indoors or outdoors, we seek to provide
plenty of experiences in which to commune with God and
f
prayer, music, stories, study and play,
promise to leave you inspired and uplifted.
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I’m ready
for more!

I want to ensure EKKLESIA continues encouraging me
and others on their path to God.
You can count on me for my tax-deductible donation!
I'LL DONATE ONLINE NOW.
You may also send checks to: “Ekklesia Global”

c/o Michelle Beech
108 W. Longfield Ln.
Woodruff, SC 29388

It’s OUR MISSION to provide an inclusive and judgment-free space for sharing ones’
authentic self and to learn from and be encouraged by our neighbors’ faith experiences.

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN ENCOURAGED ON YOUR
PATH TO GOD THIS YEAR? LET US HEAR FROM YOU.
https://EkklesiaLove.com

